The Wheelhouse
Summer Edition
In This Edition
A new year with a bright new horizon:
Owning Our New Area of Focus

How Rotary Connects My
World

Special request from Shelter Box

1500 Trees Planted In Our
Community

Bathurst Rotary Club Springs Into Action
Update on 7815

A Request for Support From
One of Our Own
Saving The Trees in
Beaverbank
What's New In Training and
Development
Interact Round Up Wrap-Up

Laura Lee Lewis - Rotary Club of Charlottetown Royalty

Welcome from the Editor
Martine Babineau
Director Of Communications District 7810
Foundation Chair-Rotary Club of Atlantic International Passport
Welcome to a new Rotary year! The 2021/2022 year comes with a whole new set of goals,
priorities, ambition, and of course, catch phrases. For us here in the Atlantic region it also
comes with new partnerships and collaboration. With only one year left until the birth of
7815, we have decided to use the district newsletter as a way to start getting to know each
other better. You will notice a few changes. District 7810 members will notice the new name for the newsletter, The
Wheelhouse. Members in 7820 will notice a change in format. We are evolving with every edition so look forward to more
changes in the future.
In this edition we have put special attention on the environment. As our newest area of focus, we want to show how we, as
Rotarians, can walk the talk as far as the environment is concered. We also want to show how each and every one of us can
contribute.
You will also notice articles from clubs, committee chairs, district leadership, and individual Rotarians. I want to personally
invite everyone of you to tell your Rotary stories through the newsletter. Lets all get to know each other better. To our French
members please bear with us. We are working on making our publication bilingual. In the meantime please submit articles
in French if you wish. A nos membres français s'il vous plaît, soyez patient avec nous. Nous travaillons à rendre notre publication
bilingue. En attendant, veuillez soumettre des articles en français si vous le souhaitez.
Please be advised that articles for the fall edition of The Wheelhouse are due by September 15th to allow time for editing.
Listed below are some guidelines for submissions:
350 to 500 words original content (not previously published)
include pictures for club events
make sure to include: the history of the event, the number of members involved, any partner organizations, volunteer
hours spent, cost (if appropriate), and results
Please include a headshot of yourself or the author (for new submissions)
Submissions can be sent by clicking here and filling out the form.
Thank you all for reading,

Martine Babineau

Owning Our New Area of Focus
Erin Hansen
Newsletter Team - Contibutor
Public Image Committee-Rotary Club of Moncton West & Riverview
‘The Environment has become Rotary‘s newest area of focus and the timing is serendipitous - yup,
you read that right. Service projects that help the environment are easy to do - even during global
pandemics. This spring, Rotary clubs around District 7810 have been taking advantage of this fact,
and enjoying some much needed fellowship in the process.
In Woodstock, Rotaract members joined forces with Rotarians and Interactors to clean up their community. Similar efforts took
place in Bathurst, Grand Falls, Moncton and Sackville, where Rotary club members donated their time to support their
municipalities' community cleanups. These types of hands-on projects have the added bonus of being especially attractive to
younger members and those seeking to directly interact with their communities.
Sackville even took it a step further and donated a check for $5000 to Community Forests International (CFI). This not-for-profit
organization works to protect and restore the climate by enabling communities and forests to thrive together (as stated on their
website www.forestsinternational.org). Sackville's example demonstrates how there are a variety of ways ‘The Environment’
can be supported by Rotarians, in addition to hands-on volunteering. Supporting environmental charities financially is another
step in the right direction. After all, they’ve been doing it longer than Rotarians have, so we should trust their experience.
Yet another choice is raising awareness of environmental
issues in our communities. It’s a doubly effective option
since our other Rotary Areas of Focus are exacerbated by
mounting environmental challenges. Often, busy people
don’t take the time to consider the butterfly effects of their
day-to-day choices that contribute to bigger environmental
issues. We have the power to develop campaigns that
educate and provide solutions for things like the global
Rotary Club of Sackville NB
plastic problem or toxic chemical pollution. We can help
bring global and local issues to the forefront, accompanied with plans of action for improvement.
Rotarians can also be mindful of how their individual actions impact the environment in daily life. In addition to basic reducing,
reusing and recycling, we can choose to take it a step further. Applying the four-way test to make responsible consumer choices
is a good way to approach this. Take palm oil for instance - its production is decimating rainforests at an alarming rate to make
way for palm plantations. Not only is this destroying vital habitat, but rainforest loss also contributes to climate change by
releasing vast amounts of carbon into the atmosphere. Imagine if Rotarians around the world all refused to purchase any
products that contain palm oil. We could help reduce the demand (and thus, the supply) for this common and often unethically
produced ingredient found in both edible and inedible products.

Imagine if Rotarians adopted a mindset within our own organization promoting responsible environmental stewardship. What
an impact that single action would have! For instance, are we making business decisions that are beneficial for, or in the very
least, not negatively contributing to environmental problems? Are there small changes we can make professionally to become
better stewards of our precious planet? This is yet another way to support our newest area of focus.
Rotarians set a good example with their actions in their communities. When it comes to ‘The Environment’, how will you?

District 7810 Embraces "The Environment"
Shayne Mann
Rotary District 7810 Chair of Environmental Committee
Rotary Club of Sackville NB
Chair Youth and Vocational Services
On July 1st the Environment became Rotary International’s new area of focus and District 7810
was already gearing up to make sure that it received appropriate attention. To prepare for this,
DGE Darren Hansen had formed a 7810 Environment Committee and with a small group of
interested volunteers, had drafted a statement of purpose for the committee.
Similar efforts are underway in 7820 and the decision has been made that the two committees will meet together and act in
unison as one committee. Given our amalgamation into District 7815 in a bit more than a year, it makes sense to both
District’s committees that we jumpstart this and act as one committee. We have a very keen group of volunteers who have
stepped forward to be part of the committees in both districts. We have some very experienced and knowledgeable Rotarians
who have served in a wide variety of leadership roles and we also have some relatively new Rotarians. All are coming at this
effort with a great deal of enthusiasm and we are looking forward to the year ahead. The committee’s role is to increase
environmental awareness and the engagement of clubs in environmental service activities throughout 7810 and 7820. We
hope to be able to provide clubs with support in the way of resources as well as ideas of what they might be able to do to be
involved in Rotary’s newest area of focus. The committee has set some lofty goals for the coming year. We will be working
toward coordinating a Rotary Days of Service activity focused on the environment that will involve clubs from across both
districts. We will also be working toward the establishment of a new Passport cause-based (Environment) Club in the new
district. This is an exciting time for Rotary. This new area of focus will provide us with countless opportunities for service
projects and an unprecedented opportunity to bring new members, particularly younger, more environmentally conscious
people into Rotary. If you have suggestions or questions or would like to join us, feel free to email Shayne Mann at
mannsvr@gmail.com

Rotarians showing their colours are not just blue and
gold. They have green in their blood too!

We can’t predict disasters, but with your support,
we can be ready to respond providing displaced
families with the life-saving aid they need right
when they need it most.
From August 1, 2021, through September 30,
2021, you can help ShelterBox Canada raise funds
to restock our warehouses and prepare to
respond to disasters around the world by
participating in the annual Stock the Box
fundraiser with your Rotary Club.
We urgently need support to prepare, respond and restock, helping families who have lost everything. We are currently
preparing for what is predicted to be a busy Atlantic Hurricane season. So far in 2021 we have supported families in Burkina
Faso, Sudan, India, Ethiopia, Honduras, the Philippines, Nigeria, Cameroon, and Mozambique.
Rally your Rotary Club to participate in Stock the Box and prepare for the next disaster. It is easy to get started – create a
fundraising page for your club, set your goal, start stocking your box.
“Stock The Box is a refreshing new fundraising program that was used in our Rotary Club to assist ShelterBox Canada. It worked
extremely well. People like to know that their donation is going to something tangible and the campaign provided for that”
- Jeff Celentano, The Rotary Club of North Bay
You can pick the cost of an aid item as your goal or your Club can choose to fill an entire ShelterBox by setting your goal at
$1,200. Every dollar you raise will still support families in desperate need of shelter and other essential aid after a disaster.
Begin stocking your box, item by item, dollar by dollar until you reach your goal!
Learn more about Stock the Box and sign-up today: https://www.shelterboxcanada.org/stockthebox/

How Rotary Connects My World
Martine Babineau
Rotary District 7810 Director of Communications
Foundation Chair-Rotary Club of Atlantic International Passport/de l'Atlantique
International Passeport

When we talk to non-Rotarians about our beloved organization, we often talk to them about the good
we do in our communities and the world. In our excitement to describe service projects we often
forget to highlight what we get personally. This is my personal Rotary story.
Last winter, my partner of five years (Anthony Waddell) and I decided to get married. As preparations for a tiny wedding came
together, a theme started to emerge. It all started when I was looking through the list of officiants. The name of one of our very
own club members jumped out at me. Rotary AIP member, Guillaum Leblanc, was more than happy to act as our officiant and
accomodated our July 1st wedding date. (insert DG joke about celebrating his year by getting married here). We all know the
1st of July as the Rotary New Year, however to us, as a couple, it has been the day that we would celebrate our commitment to
each other every year.
Finding a photographer on a holiday and for such a small event proved a bit more
challenging. Yet again a member of our club stepped up to help out. The wedding
picture in this article is courtesy of Tamara Nichol.
When it came time to plan a honeymoon, with restrictions still in place, we had to
choose local but honestly there was no other place we wanted to be but the beautiful
Grand Manan Island. James Bates of the Rotary Club of Grand Manan operates the
wonderful Castalia Mash Retreat which we absolutely adore. We were lucky to get
our favorite cabin "Fern Alley" where we got to see the nightly firefly light show
happening over the salt marsh.

Note: Pictures takent during a previous stay in 2020.

Grand Manan is a place filled with surprises. The first one came when our dear friend Robbie Griffin, also a Rotarian, left us
dinner waiting in the refrigerator in our cabin. Thanks again Robbie. Given that the weather was going to be less than
cooperative during our stay, we decided to stop at the Book Nook only to find fellow Rotarian Lori Sveinsons was the owner.
The Rotary encounters continued with Susan Ballantyne selling her wares at the Farmer's Market on Saturday morning. The
most surprising discovery was finding the wonderful Old Well House Cafe and learning that it was opperated by a former
Australian Rotary exchange student who fell in love with the island and returned years later with her husband to stay.
Our stay would not have been complete without some barbeque to go from the
Rotary Club of Grand Manan's BBQ Fundraiser. It appears this club has got this
one down to a science with all hands on deck! We arrived just in time for two of
the last half chicken dinners, which we enjoyed while waiting for our ferry back to
the mainland.

As you can see, this article is a bit of a love letter to my new husband and fellow Rotarian Anthony, to the beautiful island of
Grand Manan, and to Rotary. I am sure many of you have similar love stories about how Rotary friends, and friends you had
not met yet, made your life experiences that much richer. Please feel free to submit them to the newsletter for publication.
Lets start telling our Rotary stories!

Saving The Trees in Beaverbank
Terry Carter
Rotary Club of Dartmouth
On Saturday, June 26, 2021, ten fearless members of the Dartmouth Rotary Club along with three
family/volunteers headed out to the woods of Lower Sackville. Their mission was to plant 100
hardwood trees (maples and yellow birch) in a city owned park called Heatherglen in the Lost Creek
Subdivision. It was a beautiful little park with swings, a basketball court, running trail and a frog
pond.
The project was organized through Tree Canada in association with Halifax Regional Municipality Urban Forestry. Tree Canada
is a non-profit organization whose mission statement is to promote good green fiscal management through the planting and
nurturing of trees across the country. The Nova Scotia representative is Bruce Carter, a retired forester, who oversees the
projects in our province.

The day began with a dreary, drizzly, cloudy morning and we quickly learned that it was perfect weather for planting trees.
There were no bugs, and not a tick was spotted and the digging was fairly easy. All of the team members worked hard digging
holes, carrying trees, which ranged in size from six to ten feet, and lovingly planting them. Having been dug out of the nursery
at the beginning of May, they should have been planted earlier. Due to fluctuating restrictions, our planting dates were
continually deferred. The trees were kept in wet mulch but ideally would have been in the ground prior to the end of May. We
do expect some may not survive.
Tree Canada engages corporate sponsors who pay for the trees (in our case, Fedex) and then usually plant them as team
building sessions. It is all about education. We definitely had a great feeling planting and trying to save these trees because
we felt that they were our responsibility and we owed them the opportunity to live.
Our session was followed by a trip to the local pub for food and drinks to celebrate a great day. Some of us mentioned that we
had closed a few pubs in our life, but we had never opened one! In the end, it was a great event and a good time was had by
all.
If your group is interested in a similar event, please contact Bruce Carter of Tree Canada at bruce.carter.treecanada@gmail.com
or by cell at 902-824-3145.

1500 Trees Planted In Our Community
Shayne Mann
Rotary District 7810 Chair of Environmental Committee
Rotary Club of Sackville NB
Chair Youth and Vocational Services
To celebrate the Environment as Rotary’s newest area of focus, the Rotary Club of Sackville joined
with the Town of Sackville and other partners for their community cleanup event. The event was
fittingly held on Earth Day, April 21st. Rotarians were out in force helping with the cleanup efforts.
At noon they were in the Waterfowl Park area and in the
evening, they braved terrible conditions to clean up the trails
around the newly created retention ponds. The community
cleanup efforts were also greatly supported by the schools, with
hundreds of students out to do their part to clean up their
environment.
To show our support for these students’ efforts and to promote
positive environmental action, the Rotary Club secured 1500
seedlings from the provincial tree nursery. Once picked up by
one of our Rotarians, the seedlings were dropped off at
Tantramar Regional High School where students packaged them
all up individually. The seedlings were then distributed to
schools in Sackville, Port Elgin and Dorchester as well as to some
community groups. The gift of theses seedlings was well
received by the students who were provided with some planting
instructions by teachers equiped with resources focused on the
value of trees and forests.
The Rotary Club of Sackville is thankful to all of the community
partners and especially the students for making the community
cleanup a success and for getting 1500 seedlings in the ground.
It is these projects where we can get out and work directly with
people and groups in the community that bring so much value
and pleasure to our service efforts. This is the message that we
are happy to receive and share as we celebrate 90 years of
service to our community.

Bathurst Rotary Club Springs Into Action
Peter Assaff
Rotary Club of Bathurst
Club President
The Rotary Club of Bathurst has been busy this spring. In addition to helping out with Covid-19
Vaccination clinics in the area, Rotarians have been helping to clean up our community and have
been sowing seeds that will ultimately benefit our local food bank. During Earth Week in April, 17
members of our club donned their rain gear, grabbed some garbage bags and took to the streets
for our annual Spring Clean Up. As part of the Bathurst Adopt A Street program, each spring, the
Rotary Club of Bathurst takes care of Vanier Boulevard, one of the main arteries into the city. Even though it wound up raining
that day, we still had a huge turnout for the event and at the end of the day we filled enough garbage bags to fill the back of
an entire pickup truck.
In May, club members enthusiastically began the job of
preparing our community garden. Situated in Bathurst’s
major park, Coronation Park, the Rotary Community
Garden provides in excess of $1,000 worth of fresh
vegetables to the Bathurst Food bank each year, and it
provides members with a fun outdoor fellowship activity
from May to September each year.

In addition to supporting the environment and teaching Rotarians
about gardening, the Bathurst Rotary Club teams up with students from
Bathurst High School each spring to begin the growing cycle by first
planting the vegetables for the garden from seeds in the school’s
greenhouse. The students then work with Rotarians in early June to
transfer those plants from the school’s greenhouse into the Rotary
Community Garden. The garden even has its own water recycling
system that collects rainwater in barrels to be used for watering the
garden when it needs it. Rotarians look forward to getting together in
the park a couple of times a week to tend to the garden all summer
long.

Interact Round Up Wrap-Up
Paula Hiltz
Rotary Club of Oromocto
Rotary District 7810 Chair of Interact

On May 1st, 2021 District 7810 held it's first conference for Interactors virtually on Zoom. Interactors
from District 7820 were also invited to join. Covid restrictions made meeting very difficult for many
clubs this year so we were quite pleaed to have 36 members attend the event. Our Guest Speakers
talked about their experiences as Interactors and how they became more aware of community and
school needs. They also spoke of their personal development in public speaking, organizing and
running of meetings, fundraising, and most importantly making new friends.
An Interactor from each club that attended spoke about their club's achievements for the year. Gathering restrictions required
flexibility and creativity. Some clubs were able to meet virtually, whereas others met outside even in cool temperatures. Some
organized community work such as cleaning flower beds. Others participated in projects with their sponsor club to help collect
for local food banks. One club did a drive-through Halloween trick and treat for the young children of their area. Although
everyone struggled with the restrictions of the pandemic, the Interactors achieved much during this difficult year and they all
look forward to making progress in the coming Rotary year.
Walker Sheidow from Eugene Oregon Rotary District 5110 spoke as an invited guest at the Round Up. She has been an
Interactor for 2 years. When Covid erupted in Eugene, the Interactors found there was a need for tutoring in their community.
They worked online, along side parents and elementary teachers, to provide tutoring to younger students in grades 1 to 5.
Walker has maintained the records for the group, coordinating the schedule, subjects, and follow ups with the parents for
review of the program.
Where this was first and foremost and Interact event, there was very little airtime given to the adults with the exception of
Marcel Gervais who gave an information session on his area of specialty, Rotary Youth Exchange and RYLA.
Along with all her Interact work Walker finds time to be a Red Cross volunteer and also participates in
track and field at her high school. Walker will tell you that becoming an Interactor made her realize the
value of volunteering and the need in her community. She enjoys every minute of it. What a wonderful
Interactor and future Rotarian.
Emma Toole, a Rotaractor from Fredericton, initially joined the Rotary family with the Interact Club in
Truro NS where she was a member for 4 years. Emma attended the Adventures in Citizenship program in
Ottawa and also attended the District 7820 Conference in St. John’s Newfoundland. She thoroughly
enjoyed both experiences and met so many folks from across Canada and other countries with whom she
maintains contact to day. As she said "Connecting around the world". Emma currently attends UNB in
Fredericton and continues with her Rotary life as President for 2 years of the Fredericton Rotaract Club.
Ana Jose Reyes served as President of the Fredericton High School Interact Club (Sponsored by the
Fredericton Sunrise Club) for 2 years and prior was on the Executive in various roles. She will tell you
Interact developed her public speaking as well as taught her how to run meetings and fundraise. She has
become more aware of the needs of her community and school, and made life long friends. During the
Rotary year 2019–2020 DG. Noel Eustace presented Ana Jose with the Youth Merit Award. Definitely well
deserved.

Training And Development Update
Anthony Waddell
Rotary District 7810 Director of Training and Development
Membership Chair-Rotary Club of Atlantic International Passport/de
l'Atlantique

Training and Development has been one of the areas, much like clubs, that has had to change its
direction to help accommodate for the restrictions from the pandemic. We successfully created
three (3) short 8-10 minute videos on specific functions within Clubrunner and My Rotary.
Following the roll-out of the spring training, we polled the club presidents and secretaries which
revealed that the majority wanted additional training in the fall.
Well we heard you and are taking action. This November you will be seeing focused one-hour workshops with public image,
leadership development, Rotaract, and many more, as we provide LIVE, INTERACTION with you in different areas. For the first
time, the workshops will allow for the participant to ask questions in either French or English.
Thank You! to everyone who came out to the District 7810 Goals Brainstorming Sessions that we did in June and July for
Rotaract and Foundation. It was great to hear your ideas, many of which we are already acting on in our District Leadership.
We will be continuing those in the fall with many new topics.
Did you know that Rotary International and Toastmasters International have formed a partnership? The Rotary Learning Center
offers new courses that were specifically designed to help you learn to be a better speaker and design speeches, all on your
own time and at your own pace. These self-directed courses are designed for you to do when you want at no extra costs.
Does your club have a special request that Training and Development team can address? Don’t be shy, reach out and let me
know. district7810training@gmail.com

An Open Request From One of Our Own

Shayne Mann
Rotary District 7810 Chair of Environmental Committee
Rotary Club of Sackville NB
Chair Youth and Vocational Services

I would like to introduce a good friend of mine, Adam Hoerdt. Adam is launching a Foundation
and Rotarians can do for Adam and the Foundation what Rotarians do best, help to support the
good works of people in our community. I am requesting that you read this and see if you might be
able to help. The assistance requested is not monetary.
In 2001 Adam’s wife, Jackie, died suddenly of a cardiac arrest at the age of 31. Their sons Greg and Ben were 3 and 1 years of
age at the time. Back then, the cause of her heart failure was unknown, but 17 years later, a genetic connection was made that
identified Jackie, Greg, and Ben as all having inherited a cardiac disease known as Arrhythmogenic Right Ventricular

Cardiomyopathy (ARVC). Additionally, both of the boys’ maternal uncles as well as three of their young cousins were found to
have ARVC.
This disease is becoming more and more recognized as one of the leading causes of sudden cardiac death in young adults.
Sadly, this past September, Adam’s son Greg, now 22, suffered a cardiac arrest and is currently in a vegetative state in
Cambridge, Ontario, where he lives in a long-term care facility. Greg has always been passionate about making the world a
better place, and lived up to “being a gift to the world” when he spent a few months partnering with Rotary International in
his role as design engineering co-op student for FullSoul Canada to improve rural birthing centers in/around Mukono,
Uganda in early 2020.
As a result of their family trauma, Adam and his extended family have started to set up a foundation that has three main
goals: to bring awareness of this disease to both the Canadian public as well as medical teams across the country, to establish
a much-needed support network for families affected by this terrible disease (www.arvcfamilysupport.org), and lastly, to
financially support leading cardiac researchers and clinicians in their work to care for and prevent others from the devastation
that his family has endured.
To launch these efforts as well as to raise awareness and funds for the foundation, Adam is cycling 8,500+ km across Canada.
He will start in St. John’s, in late August, cycling all the way to southern Ontario by Thanksgiving. He will then complete the
western portion of the journey in May/June 2022.
Adam and the Foundation are seeking the support of Rotarians and others along the route. The most tangible support that he
will need, other than donations to the Foundation, is a place that Adam can camp along the route along with his supporting
driver and the truck and travel trailer that will be their home for this journey. Such support will allow them to minimize
accommodation expenses, thus raising more money for the foundation. Adam would be pleased to visit and/or give talks
about the work of the foundation, and his family story.
Adam’s tentative biking itinerary follows. If you can support him as he travels through I know that he and his extended family
would be very grateful.

Looking to The Future with 7815
Harvey Bass
District Governor Elect - Rotary District 7810
District Governor - Rotary District 7815 2022-2023
Rotary Club of Florenceville

This is the final year of District 7810 after decades of outstanding service to our local and global communities.
Canadian clubs are entering a new stage of evolution as we merge with our neighboring district 7820 to form 7815. Rebuilt and re-imagined from the ground up. Our American clubs are being integrated into 7790 to the south of us and will
remain our friends forever. Perhaps an international project together in one or both of our countries is in the not-toodistant future?
This is our rebirth, our chance to evolve and grow. New energy, members, ways of delivering service projects,
friendships, and maybe even a little more fun. Every District 7810 and 7820 Rotarian AND Rotaractor can have a part in
how the new district is formed. How? GET INVOLVED.Join the teams that have already made strides forward shaping
7815. Reach out to our district committees, Membership, Youth Services, Environment, Literacy, Foundation, Public
Image, Indigenous Relations, Training, International Services, and more. Are one of these of interest to you? Share your
opinions, your expertise, your passion and be part of the process!
What does these mean to clubs? It means new resources and improved district support, which in turn creates stronger
clubs and more engaged members. The winners are our communities both global and local.
Where are we so far in redistricting? As a result of unprecedented cooperation and collaboration of both district’s
governor line, board members, and committee chairs, a draft of the district structure has been created, many draft
chapters of the new Manual of Policies and Procedures (MOPP) are near completion or completed and the district
bylaws are drafted. But there are still some logistical issues to resolve and philosophical differences to overcome. That’s
why we need your help!
I have tremendous faith and the greatest admiration in the Rotarians I’ve met and had the privilege to work with from
7810, 7820, and 7790. I believe in all of you. Together we can make 7815 the model district for which the rest of the
Rotary world strives to become.

P.I.s Wanted
The Public Image Team is
looking for new members!
Do you have skills in any
of the following areas:
Writing/Editing
Social Media
Media Relations
Graphic Design
Photography
Marketing
Translation
Or eager to learn any
of the above...

Send an email to:
district7810publicimage@gmail.com

